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AN APPRECIATION

Defence not defiance, was the spirit in which Chinese

Company was formed in the early months of 1906 soon after
the memorable riot in the Settlement of 18th December 1905.
Although formed outside the Scttlenient, within one year the
Company became a part of the Shanghai Volunteer Corps, since
when it has more than justified the confidence which the Munici-
pal Council and the Commandant of the Volunteer Corps, then
Colonel W. M. Watson, placed in it. A paragraph in the letter
sent to the Municipal Council, when opening up the negotiations
for the enrollment of the members of the Chinese Company as a
Unit of the Municipal Volunteer Corps, is worth quoting.—

“and in the event of any troukle in the Scttlement we shall be
glad to do our share of the duty of protecting the Scttlement
under the directions of the Commanding Gfficer of the 8.V.C.”

How well that promise has been fulfilled is known to all in
authority and to those of us who have had the pleasure and
honor of serving in the Corps with the Chinese Company.

A high standard of discipline and efficiency has pervaded the
Company from the very beginning and while ‘this high standard
was set by the Officers and non-commissioned Officers who were
first appointed, it was willingly accepted by all the members, and
when on rare occasions there have been a few who Ll])%t(] either
through carelessness or willing iy, (,l‘d failed to maintain the gocd
name of the Company, they have heen dealt with firmly, fairly
and with strict justice. The truo spirit of Voluntary Service for
the Community has always been the incentive which has brought
the Company to its high state of efficiency. In target practice at
the Rifle Range many of its members have not only held their own
against all competi‘tors, but on more than one occasion have
achieved brilliant victories.

An appreciation of the Chinese Company, however shoert,
would not be complete without a reference to some of its firsy
Officers, particularly Captain Zee and Captain Woo both of whom
posscosed exceptional ability and gave much time and patience in
training the Company, and the success which has crowned their
efforts is recognized by all who know this valuable Unit of the
Corps,

T. E. TRUEMAN, O.B.E.

Lieut-Colonel S.V.C. (Retired)
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